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Louis DuchesneÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Early History of the Christian Church is a classic and seminal account

covering the years from the founding of Christianity to the end of the fifth century. This is the first

volume of a three piece work regarded as one of the most important records of the beginning of the

Christian Church, serving as a standard introduction to the ChurchÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s history for many

years. This volume spans the time from the founding of the Church to the end of the third century.

Duchesne covers the ChurchÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s dealings with the Roman Empire and its various emperors,

the relationship between Judaism and Christianity, the Paschal Controversy and the spread of the

religion to the east and into Africa. Condemned by the Church in 1912 for being too

Ã¢â‚¬Å“ModernistÃ¢â‚¬Â•, DuchesneÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s work was reinstalled into Church history by Pope

Paul VI in 1966 and remains one of the preeminent sources for early Christian scholars. Orthodox

Catholic historian Warren H. Carroll, the late founder of Christendom College, lauded the work as

Ã¢â‚¬Å“excellent and thorough". Louis Duchesne (1843-1922) was a French church historian of

first rank. He was ordained to the priesthood in 1887 and completed his theological studies at

Rome. His interest in the history of the early church was intensified by his travels in Greece and

Asia Minor. He became a professor of ecclesiastical history at the Institut Catholique in Paris in

1885. In 1895 he was nominated director of the French School at Rome, a position he held until his

death. He was elected a member of the French Academy in 1910. He died in 1922, in Rome, and is

buried in the cemetery of Saint-Servan.
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Great book!

I suppose that one might call this the first primer for those wishing to study church history according

to modern (circa 19th century) historical methods and theories. Written in a clear concise manner

this book introduces the reader to church history that does not pontificate but rather explains facts

and reinforces them with copious footnotes from a variety of sources. I would say that vol.1 is the

least controversial of the three volumes although it does set the stage for more provocative

interpretations in the next two volumes.

I truly enjoyed reading this book. It is loaded with a great many details about the early Christian

Church and the early Christians. Most of this book covers from the time of Christ to the end of the

third century. Now, I've started reading Volume II which covers the 4th century.

This is very detailed history. I wish it was better formatted for Kindle - footnotes don't return to the

text and Greek terms are listed as "([G])". Both are unfortunate.

Parallel timelines like swim lanes for all the competing religious factions, reign of Pope's, political

heads like Caesars, etc.Too much scattered info to keep it straight without such aids.

Good starting history. Easy to read and understand. May be somewhat sophomoric for anyone who

has already studied the history. But good background nevertheless.

Well written and an easy read. Just enough detail to make it interesting. Author continued to repeat



dates often enough to ensure a good understanding of the time-lines involved.

Informative, interesting, and easy to read.
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